resources to the detriment of the land, plant life, animals, rivers and seas.
(3) Islam

According to the Koran, Allah has placed man on the earth as his vicegerent
(Khalifah) with the authority to make use of the vast natural resources for his comfort
and convenience. The following verses are relevant in this context : "And,(Allah)
hath made of service unto you whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in
the earth; it is all for Him. Lo ! herein verily are portents for people to reflect" (45:13)
"And we have given you (mankind) power in the earth and appointed for you therein
a livelihood. Little give ye thanks" (7:10). Man is required to use the natural resources
intelligently, carefully and with skill, avoiding wastage. The verse 7:31 says "O
children of Adam : Look to your advancement at every place of worship, and eat and
drink, but be not prodigal. Lo ! He loveth not the prodigals". 1 lie optimal utilisation
of natural resources is also stressed in another context. While speaking of the
twelve springs gushing out of the rock at the strike of the staff by Moses, Allah
commanded that the water must be used without 'act (ing) corruptly, making mischief
on the earth" (2:60).
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